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Percussion instruments (1 player)
Vibraphone
Marimba

Crotales:

Glockenspiel

Snare Drum

4 Tom-toms — high to low

Bass Drum (kick drum o.k.)

3 Suspended Cymbals — small, medium, large
Triangle

Claves

The title of Automotive Passacaglia was taken from a
short Henry Miller essay of the same name. It
contained this wonderful quote:

“It was the first time I'd ever seen what makes a
car go. It was rather beautiful, in a mechanical
way. Reminded me of a steam calliope playing
Chopin in a tub of grease.”

Aside from that, the music has nothing to do with the
essay.

But it is a passacaglia.

Dedicated to Marc-Andre Hamelin, and with much
thanks to The MacDowell Colony.

MF
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