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Instruments 
Recorder 1: soprano, alto & bass recorders 
Recorder 2: soprano, alto & great bass recorders 
Recorder 3: soprano, alto, tenor & double bass recorders 
Recorder 4: soprano, alto & bass recorders 
 
Note: In movement III, the lowest recorders are played by players 2 & 3, the 
higher by 1 & 4, to preserve the “stereo effect” of the hocketing between 
players 1 & 4. 
 
Notes 
5 Monochromatic Dances was originally written for the Dutch 
recorder quartet BRISK, who premiered it on September 25th, 1994 
at de Ijsbreker in Amsterdam. 
 
The term “monochromatic” refers to an artistic technique whereby 
a painting is done entirely in different shades of the same color.  
This analogy resides here both in terms of instrumentation (in the 3 
fast movements all 4 musicians play the same recorders: I = 4 
sopranos, III = 4 bass, V = 4 altos) and gesture (each “dance” 
making use of only one or two ideas or means of articulation).  
 
5 Monochromatic Dances may be performed in its entirety, or 
selected movements played as a set. 
 
Dedicated to Louis Andriessen – with love and thanks for a fresh 
pair of ears. 
 

MF   
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∑
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∑
∑

5 Monochromatic Dances
for Recorder Quartet

I.  High Dance Michael Fiday
1994

© 1994 Michael Fiday
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jœ .œ œ j̊œ !

œ œ jœ j̊œ ! ‰

˙ j̊œ ! ‰ ‰

j̊œ ! ‰ ‰ jœ
‰ .œ
Œ œ
˙

˙b œ jœ
.œ jœb .œ
jœ .œ .œb
œ œ jœ œb

†
&
&
Ê

84

84

84

84

87

87

87

87

86

86

86

86

87

87

87

87

6

.œ jœ .œ
jœ .œ œ j̊œ !
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Œ œ
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IV.  Slow Dance 2 
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j̊œ ! ‰ ‰ Jœb .œb

‰ .œb œ Jœb

Œ œb .œ
˙b Jœ œ
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Jœ œb œ
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Alto 1

Alto 2

Alto 3

Alto 4

∑
Œ Œ œ#˘ œ. œ. œ.

Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@
œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@

q»¡™º  swift, steady:
simile (no accent)

simile (no accent)

simile (no accent)

simile (no accent)

- ¡£º

F
F

F

œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@ œ@
œ#@ œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ .
œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ . Œ
œ@ Jœ ‰ . Ó

F Jœ ‰ . Œ ‰ œ̆ œ.

Œ ‰ œ#˘ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@
œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ@.

œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@
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Œ Œ œb˘ œ. œ. œ.

Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@
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œ. œ. œ. # Œ ‰ œ̆ œ.

Œ ‰ œ#˘ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@
‰ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ@

œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ@

Œ Œ ‰ œ̆ œ.

Œ ‰ œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@

œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@
Jœ̆ ‰ . Œ Œ
Œ Œ œn˘ œ. œ. œ.

Œ œ#˘ œ. œ. œ. œ@
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9 œ@ œ@ œ@ œ@ œ. œ.
‰

œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ . ‰ œ. œ.

œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ . Œ Œ
œ#@ Jœ ‰ . Ó .

œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.
‰

Jœ̆ ‰ . ‰ œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. ‰
‰ œ#˘ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. ‰

œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Jœb .
# ‰ ‰

‰ ‰ œ̆ œ.

‰ œn ˘ œ. œ. œ.

œb@ œ@ œ@ œ@
œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ .
œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ . Œ
œ@ Jœ ‰ . Ó

V.  Bright Dance (driving song)
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Jœb ‰ . Œ Œ
Œ Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ.

Œ œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ@
œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@

œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@ œ@
œ@ œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ .
œb@ œ@ Jœ ‰ . Œ
œb@ Jœ ‰ . Ó

Jœ ‰ . Œ Œ
Œ Œ œb˘ œ. œ. œ.

Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@
œn˘ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@

œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@ œ@
œb@ œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ .
œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ . Œ
œ@ Jœ ‰ . Ó
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17 Jœb ‰ . ‰ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. ‰
Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. ‰
‰ œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. ‰
œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œn˘ œ.

Œ œb˘ œ. œ. œ.

‰ œb˘ œ. œ@
œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@
œ@ œ@

19

Jœb
˘ ‰ ‰ Jœb˘ ‰ ‰ Jœ̆ ‰ ‰

Jœb
˘ ‰ ‰ Jœb˘ ‰ ‰ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

Jœb
˘ ‰ ‰ œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. .œ@
œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. .œ@ .œ@

f
f
f

f

œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@ œ@
œ@ œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ .
œb@ œ@ Jœ ‰ . Œ
œb@ Jœ ‰ . Ó

&
&
&
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43
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21 Jœ ‰ . Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@
Œ œ̆ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@
œb˘ œ. œ. œ. œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ .

∑

F
F

F

œ@ Œ œ@ œ@

Jœ ‰ . œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ .
∑
∑

p
p

Œ œ@ œ@ Œ
œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ . œ@

∑
∑

œ@ œ@ œ@ œ@ œ@ œ@
œ@ Jœ ‰ . Ó Ó

∑
∑
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Œ Œ œ#@>

Œ œ@> œ@
œ@> œ@ œ@
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œ@> œ@ œ@ œ@
œ#@ œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ .
œ@ œ@ Jœ ‰ . Œ
œ@ Jœ ‰ . Ó

F Jœ ‰ . Œ ‰ Jœ!>

Œ ‰ Jœ#!> œ@
Œ œ>@ œ@
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